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fatalist as he may be in life, hates to be reminded of
death, and in the end Kitchener reluctantly had to
abandon hope of tapping fresh revenue from the
accident of death.

Although disappointed on this point, the British
Agent did not drop his conception of a reformed
Chamber wielding wider authority than the existing
Legislative Council and the General Assembly. But
if he anticipated that the new Legislative Assembly,
born from a union between the two older constitu-
tional bodies, either would placate the prejudices of
the Notables, or would satisfy Nationalist aspirations,
he was disappointed. The first were uncertain
whether their old claim to represent the agricultural
districts would not be injured by the lowering of the
property qualification required by candidates standing
for election; and the second scoffed at the suggestion
that the birth of the new Assembly was a step forward
to the goal of representative government. The first
Debates showed that the members were unanimous,
at least, upon one point: the antagonism which had
existed between the older Chambers and the Executive
broke out with fresh vigour. In other respects, also,
the Assembly was disappointing. The deliberations
were distinguished by the same absence of constructive
criticism and the same passion for obstructing public
business as the Legislative Council had shown-
Although the old property qualification possessed by
the members of the Legislative Council had been
reduced in order to permit ambitious men of the
professional classes to seek election, the concession to
educated opinion produced disappointing results.
The standard ^>f intelligent participation in the
Debates of the Assembly seemed little if any higher
than that of the old Council; and the tendency of
members to examine business only from the point of
view of their own interests, confirmed the belief